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Whitestone Infant School Reading and Phonics Policy 

 “Children who read –  

• Are more likely to do better at school and make more progress across the curriculum.  
• Are more likely to develop empathy and creativity.  
• Are more likely to be happier, healthier and experience better mental wellbeing and 

self-esteem.  
• Are more likely to overcome disadvantage caused by inequalities.” 

 Book Trust (see the Book Trust for more information.) 

Our Vision at Whitestone Infant School 

At Whitestone we know that teaching our children to read is of vital importance. We know 
from research that teaching them using a phonics scheme that is Systematic and Synthetic 
(blending letters to make words) is proven to help children to learn to read. At Whitestone 
we use the Read Write Inc phonics scheme. We believe that the children should have 
experience of a wide range of books throughout all curriculum areas, to develop a love of 
books, stories, rhymes and poems that will lead to a lifelong love of reading and learning. 

Aims -  

• To value the importance of talk and of developing language understanding. 
• To learn phonics and how to decode words to read and spell through a Systematic, 

Synthetic phonics program – Read, Write Inc.  Starting as soon as the children start 
in reception. 

• Once children can decode words we aim to develop their understanding, 
comprehension and reading fluency. 

• To experience quality stories, rhymes and poems. To have these read and reread in 
story times and English lessons. (see our book spine Appendix 1) 

• To read for purpose and pleasure, non-fiction and fiction in all other areas across the 
curriculum.  

• To give children access to a wide range of books so they can experience the joy of 
reading and develop an understanding of different authors, genres and subjects. We 
are careful to choose quality texts that have often been given awards or are classics, 
or are reflecting our pupils and school community. 

• To ensure all children begin their reading journey and are supported if they fall 
behind their peers with structured interventions.  That children with SEN and D make 
progress with targeted support if needed.   

• That all staff receive regular training and coaching so that they can teach reading 
confidently. 

This has been compiled with reference to the Department for Education Reading 
Framework 2023 



 

 

How we teach reading at Whitestone 

In conjunction with – 

- the DFE Reading framework 2023 
- the National Curriculum English 2014 
- the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Curriculum 2024 

At Whitestone Infants we teach the children to read in conjunction with their parents/carers 
as soon as they start school.  

The language of phonics 

You will hear many words that are used in phonics please do not worry about these they 
will be explained on many talks at school and they are mentioned in many documents listed 
at the end of this policy. You may hear your child mention phonemes, this means one sound 
represented by one letter ‘o’ or more than one ‘ou’. When we write sounds as letters these 
letters are called graphemes.  

In Reception 

The children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Curriculum 2024. 

“It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two 
dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary 
for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with 
children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with 
them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together.” EYFSSC 2024 

When children start Reception in Whitestone they have access to a wide range of books to 
take home and share with parents, these may be familiar classics or books that have won 
awards, or books that help children see the diversity of the world they live in. The children 
should come home with a ‘Sharing Book’ every week, these are for you to read with your 
child. You can read these over and over and talk a lot about the pictures and what the story 
is about, some of these books have no words so your child can tell their own story.  

The children also start on the Read Write Inc phonics reading scheme learning particular 
letters in a set order, how they sound and how to write them. The RWI approach is taught 
considering the 5 Ps: 
Praise – Children learn quickly in a positive climate.  
Pace – A good pace is the key to ensure all children are engaged and on task.  



Purpose – Every part of the lesson has a specific purpose.  
Passion – This is a very prescriptive programme. It is the energy, enthusiasm and passion 
that teachers put into the lesson that bring the teaching and learning to life!  
Participation – A strong feature of RWI lessons is partner work children work together. 
 
Learning sounds - The children in Reception are taught all the set 1 sounds in the first few 
weeks. (See appendix 2 for all sounds) It is important they learn clear sounds that do not 
end with an ‘uh’. Children will have Pinny time, which is extra sound practise at school to 
ensure they keep up with learning the sounds.  Parents/carers can help with learning the 
sounds, please check your child’s reading diary to see which sounds your child needs to 
learn. Please follow the link below to see how to say these sounds. 
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/resources/search/?searchtext=how+to+say+the+sounds 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-
guide/ for lots more parent guides and information. 

Blending - When the children know some sounds they will learn how to ‘Fred Talk’ this is 
how to blend the sounds together to make words. Fred is a toy frog, we say he can say the 
sounds but not the word. We play Fred games like this: Fred says h—o---p and then we wait 
to see if the child can say ‘hop’. If not we model the word.  Then say Fred says r—u---n and 
again wait to see if the child can say the word ‘run’. Once children can blend like this orally, 
they then use the letters to make words and blend those together to read. See the next 
video for more ideas of how you can help your child to blend. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqvqMtSNswo – Please play these games with your child 
at home as often as you can until they can orally blend the words themselves independently 
with confidence.  Once they do this the children take home blending books to read and 
share. The children then learn their set 1 special friends:  sh  th  ch  qu  ng  nk  ck, once they 
can do this the child will move on to reading paper Ditties and Red reading books.  

Assessment 

Every half- term your child will have an assessment on the next book level to see if they 
know the sounds and can decode words at that level fluently enough to move on.  

RWI 
book 
order 

Ditty 
Start  

Red 
 

Green 
 

Purple 
 

Pink 
 

Orange 
 

Yellow 
 

Blue 
 

Grey 
 

They progress through all the colour books.  As your child starts a new colour you will get a 
sticker in their reading journal telling you how you can help your child in this level, and 
what they need to do or learn now.   

The children are grouped into their colour group and work with a variety of adults across 
the year group.  All teachers and teaching assistants are RWI trained. They all follow the 
systematic RWI reading scheme which includes reading and spelling lessons. 

 

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/resources/search/?searchtext=how+to+say+the+sounds
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqvqMtSNswo


Spelling  

The Read Write Inc scheme supports children to learn to write letters clearly and has 
handwriting patterns that children follow from reception. The children have a sound lesson 
at the start of each phonics lesson.  In this the children learn a single sound or a digraph – 
two letters that make one sound like -ay = a, or three letters that make one sound this is 
called a trigraph – igh = I.  Children learn how to say and read this sounds blending them, 
they then learn how to use these sound to write relevant words using their Fred Fingers to 
sound out the word segmenting it as they spell it.  For example, if they learn -igh- they 
would then learn to write night, light, sigh etc. The children also learn to spell common 
exception words in each year group, these are taught through RWI and English lessons. 
Children also learn how to spell more complex words and include suffixes and pre-fixes. 
Please see your year group pages for copies of these words. Children will also have 
class/year group spelling homework to complete from time to time. 

 

In Year One 

All children progress differently but by Year One we would expect most children to be 
blending well, know all set one sounds and be confidently reading red or green books. Many 
children will have exceeded this. In Year One the children are assessed every half term and 
progress through the colours as above. Here we help the children learn to decode and 
reading quickly often blending in their head, we call this ‘Fred in Your Head’. We encourage 
your child to think about the words they are reading and what they mean. We also 
encourage the children to think about and talk about what they have read. When the 
children read yellow and blue books they are expected to read with pace 50-60 + words a 
minute and understand what they have read. We expect the children to be reading Blue 
level books when they move to Year Two. Some children may be above this level.  Children 
in Year One have a Phonics Screening Check in June.  This is a National screen and checks 
children’s ability to recognise sounds, blend and read words, half of the words are real and 
half are called alien words, these do not make sense and really test the children’s ability to 
blend. In Year One more information on this check is given throughout the year including a 
talk in November at school. Look at the Year One section of the website for more 
information. 

 

In Year Two 

Children will continue to read from the reading level they have achieved in Year One.  They 
will continue to work on their phonics skills if they do not pass the Year One Phonics 
Screening Check.  In Year Two the Blue and Grey reading books get progressively harder 
and have more difficult vocabulary. The children need to develop their fluency skills at this 
level and their comprehension skills, it is vital that they understand what they are reading, 
so please ask your child what they have read and discuss any vocabulary that they don’t 
understand.  In Year Two after the RWI scheme children will bring home a wide variety of 



books, some scheme books to aid vocabulary extension, as well as a wide range of non-
fiction books, fiction including poems, rhymes, classics and graphic novels. These books 
encourage your child to develop a reading bug, a love of reading, so that they enjoy reading 
pick their favourite genre or author and make reading part of their life, the children that 
enjoy reading and read for pleasure will obviously become more confident readers.  Please 
continue to encourage your child to read a wide range of books and talk about what they 
are reading and ask if they understand vocabulary.  Year Two also teach children reading 
skills in structured Guided Reading sessions when they are off the RWI scheme.  The children 
learn about the vocabulary and they learn to think about the book in more detail.  They 
have a wide range of texts and develop their comprehension skills. 

 

How can you help at home?  

Your child’s education is a partnership between home and school and a parent/carer is 
essential to ensuring their child learns to read and continues to develop this skill and a love 
of reading to last them a lifetime.  

Children will bring home a black and white RWI book, exactly the same as the one they will 
read every day in their phonics group, please make sure they are in their book bag in school 
every day. They will need to know all the sounds highlighted in the front and the Speedy 
Green words, Red words and Story Green words before they read the book. Red words are 
not decodable and so children need to learn to read these by sight.  Once they can read 
these words speedily, encourage your child to read the book at least three times a week to 
develop fluency, expression and a clear understanding of what the book is about.  Make sure 
these times are fun, and positive with lots of praise, if they are struggling stop, try again 
later, the next day, or see your teacher for extra support and ideas. Children will also bring 
home a RWI Book Bag book, this they should be able to practise and read themselves, but 
they may need more help initially, they may not have read this at school.  This may come 
home over the weekend when you have more time to read together.  

Your child will have a Sharing Book, which could be: a classic story, a poem, or a non-fiction 
book.  This book is something to share with you, to develop an interest in reading and a 
love of sharing and exploring books. Your child will bring home a reading diary this will 
have a sticker about the level of RWI your child is on and give you.  Points relating to what 
they need next.  It is also a place where you can write down how they are reading at home.  
We would like each child to read for a minimum of three times a week.  The teacher will 
read the comments you write here and keep you up to date with their level. 

 

Interventions and SEN and D 

It is proven that children with SEN and D learn to read best by following a systematic, 
synthetic approach.  Children at Whitestone are all assessed and they are put into groups as 
they start.  If they are struggling to keep up then there may be many reasons for this.  The 



reading lead will meet with the child and assess their individual needs, discuss this with their 
class teacher and put in intervention support as needed.  Children are given targets to 
improve and parents will be informed about what they can do at home. Whitestone has 
members of staff who are designated reading support and they will take the child three 
times a week to support them with their individual targets.  Please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with the class teacher, in the first instance, if you have any concerns about your 
child’s reading progress. 

In English lessons 

Reading is a fundamental part of many lessons in many curriculum areas. We focus on 
children’s abilities to retell stories and use story language with confidence. We use Talk for 
Writing, please see the writing policy for more information. Children have the opportunity to 
experience a wide range of quality stories, rhymes and poems in their English lessons. Please 
see appendix 2 for our school book spine and see how they progress through the school.  
Talk and story-telling are intrinsic to many reading and writing tasks and the children’s 
ability to use their imagination and use their reading knowledge are developed across the 
curriculum.  Children have English lessons to work on handwriting, reading and spelling as 
well as writing skills. 

Book times and story times 

At Whitestone we know the importance of a designated time each day to have a story, 
poem or share a non-fiction book. We encourage children to re-read books shared in class 
and recommend books they have read to each other – this is called Book Time. Reading, 
sharing and discussing books developing a child’s understanding of what they have read, or 
the vocabulary they have encountered, all contribute to their growing understanding and 
comprehension skills. Children also have class reading time when they can read a book of 
their own choice for pleasure.  This is a quiet time when they can just get lost in a book.  

 

Extra-curricular activities. 

The children at Whitestone enjoy many activities including doing activities around National 
Poetry Day and World Book Day.  For world book day children are encouraged to dress up 
as their favourite book character and bring in their favourite book to share. 

Each year the school has a Visiting Author or poet.  They run workshops with the children 
and encourage the children to develop a love of reading and the opportunity to see 
themselves as a story teller or writer.  This is something they may aspire to when they are 
older. 

Once a year there is a Book Fair that visits the school, please look out for information.  This 
is a great opportunity for your child to choose a book to read and share at home, ask for 
recommendations if you are not sure what your child might like to read.  The school gets 
some commission and is able to buy books for school so please support if you are able.  



Friends of Whitestone run an Easter reading competition and give out prizes to the children 
who read the most. We also encourage the children to join Nuneaton Library and become a 
book borrower, this is encouraged every summer over the holidays. 

Libraries at school 

The children also have the opportunity to go on our Big Red Book Bus on the field, it is a 
lovely library of books mostly donated by parents and carers that children can take home.  

We also have a lovely Non-Fiction library at school which is stocked by subject leads these 
books are used in class to support all areas of the curriculum.  

In class children have their own class library of Sharing books which the children can choose 
from to bring home and share in Reception, Year One and Year two.  

Please look after any books that come home, please keep them in book bags when not being 
read to protect them, return to school and do not put drinks bottles in book bags as books 
often get wet and damaged this way.  Please let us know if you have had an accident with 
a book, or have lost a book or diary, so we know what book to replace.  Thank you.  

 

Useful websites 

 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-
guide/  

Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5O4yvZSOsc to watch Ruth Miskin top ten tips. 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/ 

Ruth Miskin Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/ 

Free e-books for home reading: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2 

EYFS framework 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-
programmes-of-study 

National curriculum 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/664f600c05e5fe28788fc437/The_reading_fra
mework 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5O4yvZSOsc
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/664f600c05e5fe28788fc437/The_reading_framework
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/664f600c05e5fe28788fc437/The_reading_framework


The Reading Framework 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/research/benefits-of-reading 

Book Trust 

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/ 

National Literacy trust 

Appendix 1 

Reading spines 

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/research/benefits-of-reading
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/


 



 

 

Appendix 2 

Speed sounds and Read Write Inc. Stages 

If your child is learning to read at school with Read Write Inc. Phonics, they will be at one 
of the following stages: 

Learning Set 1 Speed Sounds 

These are the Set 1 Speed Sounds written with one letter: 

m  a  s  d  t  i  n  p  g  o  c  k  u  b  f  e  l  h  r  j  v  y  w  z  x 

These are the sounds written with two letters (your child will call these ‘special friends’): 

sh  th  ch  qu  ng  nk  ck 

 

Learning Set 2 Speed Sounds 

These are the Set 2 Speed Sounds: 

ay  ee  igh  ow (as in blow)  oo (as in zoo) 

oo (as in look) ar  or  air  ir  ou (as in out)  oy 

 

Learning Set 3 Speed Sounds 

These are Set 3 Speed Sounds: 

ea (as in tea) 

oi (as in spoil) 

a–e (as in cake) 

i–e (as in smile) 



o–e (as in home) 

u–e (as in huge)  

aw (as in yawn) 

are (as in care) 

ur (as in nurse) 

er  (as in letter) 

ow (as in brown) 

ai  (as in snail) 

oa (as in goat) 

ew (as in chew) 

ire (as in fire) 

ear (as in hear) 

ure (as in pure) 

 

 

 

 


