
Whitestone Infant School 
Knowledge organiser in Geography 

Key Vocabulary 

 

sketch map A simple map with only basic details. 

 

key Helps us understand map symbols. Also 

known as a legend. 

 compass rose This is printed on a map to show different 

directions. 

 

map symbol A picture or a sign on a map that represents 

something else. 

 

Ordnance Survey 
A survey organisation in the UK which 

prepares very detailed maps of the country. 

 

route A way of getting from a start point to a 

finish point. 

 

compass 

A tool which shows people which direction 

they are travelling in and helps them find 

their way. 

 

climate 

 

The usual weather conditions of an 

area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What Is a Map? 

A map is a drawing of an actual place 

that uses lines and symbols to 

represent real-life objects. People have 

used maps for hundreds of years to help 

them travel from place to place. 

 

Types of Maps 

There are many different types of 

maps, such as: 

Sketch maps 

Road maps 

Ordnance Survey maps 

Climate maps 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 


